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þ Land open in a Sermon at a Wed 
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To w which is ee The rameſuh Prof 


e at the | | | 
t the great 


Chriſtian Reader. 


Tit not good weighing ones 
worth in ſuch unequal bal 
| lances,where the feather of 
opinion turns the Scales. 
One ſpoke can never ſland. 


l wb the whole wheel turnt round. 
. ' The gifts and graces of Chriſtians lay in 


ommon till envy made the fir t inclo- 
ure. Here thou mayeſt ſhew thy wiſ- 
dom in ſpinning a fine thread out of courſẽ 
pool. Do not hurt him by thy malice, 
Pho would help thee in thy Marriage. 
bo would plant à piece of Ordnence 
t Jobeat down an aſpen leaf, which having 
Always the palſie, will fall alone ? This 


bece neither deſires ſupplanters, nor de- 3 


ves ſupporters. Its comes forth a 4 
eſſed Souldier, not as a Volunteer awhat 
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war in Preaching , it irn ing 
There is not one cubit 2 wo jtr 
ture, to ſecure it from the Avenger 
blood, it flies to thy City of refuge. 1 
him who ſowes bir pains , reap 1 
prayers.” 


Thine in the 
Lord leſus 


VFilliam Secker.”: 
31 1 IF 


Gr up 18. 
and the Lord God ſud, Tt is not good 


| that the Man ſhould be alone, I will 
| make him a help mei for bim. 


Umane miſery-5s t to 
mercy , 1 C 
ſparkling r 4 

File dor cloud to dla can 

| Plal.8.4, Lord what | 

y 2 that thou at 

him man is, 

In his Creation, Ang lical. 

In his Corruption, Dj boſical. 
In his Renovati Nef. 
In his ol anſlation, Majeſti 

As. Aged. in Eden. 
A Devil in the World. 
A in the Church. 
A King in Heaven. 
There were four filver Chat 
ebe chry ſtal ſtreams of Gods 
plan Creation. 


1. In his poration. 
20 Ja his A 


' fartwithour a conſort. 


A Wedding Ring 
5 In his Coronation. 

4. In his Aﬀociation. . - . 
F 8 In his Prepar ation: Other Creature 
received the Charter of their beings 
2 fimple fiat; but there was a conſultation 
at his forming, nor the dfficulty, but 
for the dignity of the work. The ainter 
is moſt ſtudious about that which he means 
to make his) maſter- piece. The four Ele- 
ments weretaken out of their Elements to 
make up the perſection of mans complexi- 
on: The Fire was purited, the Air was ela- 
rified, the Water was purgetl; cht Earth 
was refined; when Man was m ukied;Hez 
and Earth was married 3 a Body. Fm che 
one was eſpouſed to a Soul from he other. | 
2. In his Aſſimilation : Qcher Crean 
tures were made like themſelves, but Man 
was made like God, as the wax hath the im. 
preſſion of the ſeal let upon it. It is admi- 
rable to behold fo fair a picture in ſuch 
courſe canvas, and ſo bright a character 1 in 
ſo brown paper. 

3. In his Coronation; He that made man and 
all the reſt, made man over all the reſt. 
quantilum Domi num poſuit Deus ly tantum do- 
minium, he was a little Lord ofa great Lord- 
ſhip Felis King was crowned in his eradle. 

4. Ia his Aſſoetation : Society is rhe ſolace 
of hnmanity : The world would be x de" 


1 of mens patty are made in * 


ft 77 the W © 
now he that was double in bis perfection, 
muſt not be ſi e 5 and the 
Lord God [aid, ; 
yl Theſe wards — like che Iron gate. that 
on opened to. Peter of its own l di- 
ut viding themſelves i ree pa 
er 1. An e 0 — 1 Lord Cal 
ns [aids 
e- 2. An aſſertion , ti not an that man 2 
to ſhonld be alone. AF 
i- 3. A determination, I wii ma 4 by g 
a- weet for him. 
thi In the firſt, there's a Majeſty pr | 
0 ä by the ſecond, there's. a malady — 
ej te 
In the third, there's a remedy provided: 
Once more let me put theſe grapes into 

the preſs. 


— 


tf; ſoveraignneſs of the expreſſion, 
Lord od ſaid. 
h 2. The Gece of the condition , tis 
in ot good, GM. 
3. The ſurableneſs of the eovidiew, 1 
d will wah 
t. In the there's the worth of were. 
eit . _ 
1 1 the , theres the want of fe 


"In the chird there's the work of 4. 


from the Founder of the Mine, to the 
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edding Ram 
Firſt, The do veraignneſs of the expreſſi- 
and the Lord God. ſaid. 
. Lyk:1. 70. As he ſpake by the mouth of 
bis propheis. In other Scriptures he uſed 
their mouthes, but in this he makes uſe o 


His own : they ws Organs, and he | 


the Breath; the ea reames, and he the 
Fountain. How he ſpake tis hard to be ſpo- 
ken, w het her eternally or internallyor exter- 


nally vod non oft quod quaramut, ſed po- 


tiu: quid dixerit intelligamut; we are not to 
enquire to the manner of ſpeaking , but to 
the matter that's ſpoken , which leads me 
like a direQing ſtar from the Suburbs to 
the City, from the Porch to the Palace 


Treaſure that is in it 5 It $5 ot oo 
In which you have two things. 
1. The ſubject. 1 
2. The predicate. * 
The ſubject, wan alone. 
The predicate, ti not good, &c. 


Firſt, the ſubject war alone, take this in 
two branches. _ AJ 

1. As it is limited te one 

2. As it is lengthened to . 

Firſt”, -as tis ſimited to One 9 and ſc 


it is taken particularly, man for the firſt 
man. When all other creatures had their 
mates, Aden wanted his: Though he 
was the Emperour of the earth, and the 
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j fy tbe finger. 
Admiral of the Seas, yet in Paradiſe with · 
out a Companion, though he N 
happy yet be was not fully happy; Though 
he had enough for his board, yet he had 
not enough for his bed; Though he had 
many creatures tq ſerve him, yet he wan- 
ted a creature to ſolace him; when he was 
=| compounded in Creation, he muſt be com- 
rofl pleated by conjunction; when he had no fin 
" to hurt him, then he muſt have a Wife to 
of belp him; It is not good that man fheuld be 
O08 - alone: 

e Secondly, as it's lengthned to all men, and 
of fo it's taken univerſally, Heb. 13. 4. Mar- 
e riage is honorable unto all , not onely „. UH 


hel but 714wers Its not onely warrantable; but 


Y honorable. The whole - Trini 
conſpired together to ſer a £< 
glory upon the head of 
ny- | 


r I. God the Father: Marriage was a Tree | 


planted within the Walls of Paradiſe, this 
flower firſt grew in Gods Garden. 0 

in 2. The des: Marriage is a Chriſtal glaſs 
wherein Chriſt and the Saints do ſee each 
others faces. * 57) 
3. The Holy Ghoſt ; by his overſhadow- 
ing of the bleſſed Virgin · Well might the 
World when it ſaw her pregnancy, ſaſpe& 
her Virginity, dut her Matrimonigl ondition 
wasa grave to that ſuſpicion , wkbous, this 
her innocency had mot prevented. 


1 . 


10 


| A Wedding Ring 
infamy_; ſhe needed a ſhield co defend that 
chaſtity abroad, which was kept inviolable 
at home. 

Too that many have not worth enoughto 
preſerve their virginity, have yet will enough 
to cover their unchaſtity; turning the me- 


dicine of frailty into the mantle of filthi- 


neſs. Certainly ſhe is mad that cuts off 
her leg to get her a crutch, or that venomes 


ber face to wear a Mask. 


St. Paul makes it one of the Characters of 
thoſe that ſhould caſhier the faith, 1 Tin. 4. 
3. Not to forbear Marriage, which may be 
lawfal, but to forbid it, which is ſinful, 

One of the Popes of Rowe , ſprinkles 


this unholy drop upon it, carnis pollutionem 


& immunditiem. 

Ix's ſtrange , that ſhould be a pollution, 
which was inſtituted before corruption; 
or that impurity, which was ordeined in the 
ſtate of innocency ; or that they ſhould 
mak e that to be a fin which they make to be 
a Sacrament. | 
But a Baſtard may be laid at the door of 
thaſtity ; and a leaden ctown ſet upon a 
golden head. 5 DOG. | 
Bellarmine that mighty Atlas of the Papal 
power, blows his ſtinking breath upon it, ſay- 
ing, better were it for a Prieſt to defile him- 
ſelf wich many Harlots, then to be Married 
to one Wife: Theſe children of the purple 
Whore prefer their Monaſteries before dur 


a fi for the finger. 


Marriages ; a Concubine before a compani- 
on: They uſe too many for their luſts, to 
chooſe any for their love : Their Tables are 
ſo-largely ſpread, that they can't feed upon 
one diſh. 1 

As for their exalting of a Virgineſtate, 7 
it's like him that commended faſting when A 
he had fill'd his belly. 

Who knows not that Virginity is a pearl 
of ſparkling luſtre ? But cannot the one be 
ſet up, without the other be thrown down ? 
will no oblation pacifie the former, but the 
demoliſhing of the latter? Though we find 
many enemies to the choice of Marriage, yet 
its rare to find any enemies to the-uſe of 
Marriage. They would pick the lock that 
want the key, and pluck the fruit that do 

not plant the Tree. 2 5 

The Hebrews have a ſaying, he is nt A man. 
that hath not a Woman. x # 

Though they clime too high a bongh ; yet 
its to be feared that ſuch fleſh is full of im- 
perfection that is not tending to propagati- 1 
on; Though man alone may be good, e q 
it is not good that man ſhonld be alone ; which 

leads me from the ſubject to the predicate, 
| | Ft «« not good, &c. | | 
| reef x not in this place as alum, 

t bonum eft honeft um, utile, ju cum. | 
Now it is not good that n HD be im 
| | «finglecondition,upon s theeefoldconfide-"i:;. 
1 1 110 | 3. In gs” * 
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A Wedaing Ring 
I. In reſpect of fin, which would not 
elſe be prevented. Marriage is like water, 
to quench the ſparks of lufts fire, 1 Cor: 
7. 2 granny to avoid fornication , let 
every one have his own Wife, &c. Man 
needed no ſuch phyſick when he was in per- * 
feck health. Temptations may break na- 
tures beſt fence and lay its Paradice waſt, 
but a ſingle life is a priſon of unruly de- 
fires, which is daily attempted to be broken 
open. | 
Some indeed force themſelves to a ſingle 
life meerly to avoid the char ges of a Mar- 
ried ſtate; they had rather fry in the greaſe 
of their owu ſenſuality, then extinguiſh 
thoſe flames with an allowed remedy; /ts 
better to marry then to burn : to be lawfully 
coupled, than to be luſtfully ſcorched. It's 
beſt. feeding theſe flames with ordinate 
fewel. | ME 
2, Tisnot good in reſpect of manking, 
which then would not be propagared. The 
Roman Hiſtorian relating the raviſhing. of 
the Sabine Women, excuſed it thus: Reg 


erat unius etatis populus virorum, without 


them man kind would fall from the earth 
and periſh. Marriages do _— 
ty into the image of eternity i it ſprings up 
— buds, when the old are withered. It sa 
greatet honour for a man to be the fach r 


el one ſon, then o be the Maſter of may. - 
=. **ferrancs. Without a wife, children A 
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bad lawfully ; without a good wife children 
cannot be had comfortably. Man and Wo- 
man as the ſtock and the ſcien, being grafred 
Marriage, are trees bearing fruit to the 
world. 3 

S. Auguſtine (ayes, this pair is, primum par 
& fundament um ominnm, & cc. 

They are the firſt linck of humane ſociety 
to which all the reſt are joyned. Mankind 
had long ago decayed and been like a Ta 
fallen into the ſocket, if thoſe breac 
which are made by mortality were not re- 
paired by Matrimomy. | 

3. Tis not good in regard of the Church, 
which could not then have been expatiated. 
Where there is no generation, there can be 
no regeneration : | 

Nature makes us Creatures, before grace 
makes us Chriſtians. 8 
If the loins of men had been leſs fruſtful 
che death of Chriſt would bave been leſs 
ſucceſful. 
It was a witty queſtion that one put to 
him that ſaid , Marriages fils the earth, but 
a 1 the Heavens. How-can the 
heavens be full, if the Earth bee empty? 

Had Adaw lived in Innocency without 
matrimony , there would have been no ſer- 
vants of God in the Church Militant, nor 
no Saints with Cod in the Church Trium- 
phant. But I will net ſink this Veſſel, h 
the over · burdening of it, nor preſs 
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truth to death by laying too grea 
upon its ſhou'ders. , | 

There is one knot which I muſt unty be- 
fore I make a farther progreſs, 1 Coy, 7.1, 
Tt i: good for 4 man not to touch a Woman. 

Do all the Scriptures proceed out of the 
ſame mouth, and do they not all ſpeak the 
ſame truth ? the God of unity will not in- 
dite diſcord , and the God of verity can- 
not aſſert falſehood. If good and evil be 
contraries, how contrary then are theſe 
Scriptures ? Either Moſes miſtakes God, or 
Paul miſtakes Moſes about the point of mar- 
riage. 

To which I ſhall give a double anſwer. 

I. There is a publique and a private 
good. In reſpect of one man, it may be 
good not to touch a Woman, but in reſpect 
of all, S. it 5; not good thac the man ſhould be 


t a load | 


2. Moſes ſpeaks of the ſtate af man crea- 
red, Paul of the ſtate of man corrupted : 
now that which by inſtitution was a mercy, 
may by corruption become a miſery ; as pure 
water is tainted by running through a miry 
channel; or as the Sun-beames: receive a 
tincture by ſhining through a coloured 
glaſs. There's no print of evil in the 
World, but fin was the ſtamp that made it. 
They that ſeek nothing but weal in its com- 
miſſion, will find nothing but wo in the 
concluſion. Which leads me from the foli- - 


* 


I rarineſs of the condition, was alone, to the 
ſutablenels of the proviſion , 1 will make au 
help meet for him. 
n which. you have two parts. 
1. The Agent, I will wake. 
2. The object, a hel. a 
Firſt , The Agent, I will nale. 
We cannot build a houſe without tools, 
but the Trinity is at liber ty. 


Dic verbam tant um 

To Gods omryſcience there's q_—_ 
viſible, and to Gods omniporence ther's 
nothing impoſſible. 

We work by hands without, but he works 
without hands. He that made man meer for 
help, makes a meet help for man. oh 

Marriages are conſented above, but con- 
ſummated below. Prov. 18. 22. Though man 
wants ſupply, yet man cannot ſupply his 


wants. James I. 17. Every goed and erfect p 


t comes from above, c. A Wife tho 
he be 45 perfect gift, yet ſhe is a o_ 
pit Theſe beams are darted from the 
fun of righteouſneſs. ; 

Haſt thou a ſoft heart? it's of Gods break- 
ing: Haſt thou a ſweet wife? ſhee's of Gods 
making. | 

Let me draw up this expreſſion with 2 
double application. X 


1. When thou layeſt out for ſuch a good 
on 


on earth, look up tothe God of Heavelif 
Let him make thy choice for theewho hath 
made his choice of thee. Look above you 
before you look about you. Nothin 
makes up the happin:ſs of a married. cn 
dicien like the holineſs of a mortified dif 
poſicion. Account not thoſe the moſt wor 
thy, that are the moſt wealthy. Art thogf. 
matched to the Lord ? match in the Lord. 
How happy are ſuch marrizges where 
Chriſt is at the Wedding; Let none bur} 
thoſe who have found favour in Gods eyes, 
nd fayour in yours. | : 
2.Give God the tribute of your gratulati- 
on for your good companions. Take heed off 
paying your Rent to a wrong Land-Lord,F. 
When you taſte of the ſtream, reflect on 
the ſpring that feeds it. Now thou baſt 
four eyes for thy ſpeculation, four hands 
for thy operation, four feet for thy ambu- 
lation, and four ſhoulders for thy ſuſten-F 
tation- What the fin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt is in point of divinity , that is un. 
thankfulneſs in point of morality 3 an of- 
fence unpardonable. Pity it is but that 
Moon ſhould be ever in an Eclipſe that will 
not acknowledge her beams to be borrowed 
from the Sun. He that praiſes not the gi - 
ver, prizes not the gife, and ſo 1 paſs fremk 
the Agent to the Object, a belp» | 
She muſt be ſo much, and no leſs, and ſo.f 
much and no more. Our ribs were not or- 


duained to be our Rulers. They are not made 
of the head to claim ſuperiority, but out of 
the ſide to be content with equality. They 
deſert the Author of nature, that in- 
vert the order of nature. The Womati 
fk} was made for the mans comfort, but the man 
rs}. was not made for the Womans command: 
0 Thoſe ſhoulders aſpire too high , that con- 
d.] tent not themſelves with a room below theif 
re} hegd. Its between a man and his Wife in the 
ut houſe, as it is between the dun and the Mooti 
s, in the heavens, when the greater light goes 
don, che leſſer light gets up; when the one 
4-1. ends in ſetting, the other begins in ſhinmg. 
o The Wife may be a Soveraign in her Hus- 
d, ¶ bands abſence, but ſhe muſt be ſubje& in het 
ng Husbarttls preſence. As Pharaoh ſaid to Joſeph, 
t f fo ſhould the Husband ſay to his Wife, Ges. 
ds} 41. 40. Thou ſhalt be over my houſe, and 
u: according to thy Word ſhall all my people 
a-F be ruled, onely in the Throne will | be grea- 
y ¶ ter then thou. The body of that houſhold 
ne can never make any good motion, whoſe 
f- bones are out of place The Woman muſt 
ae be a help to the Man, in theſe four things. 
in 1. To his Picty- 2. To his Socicty. 
d 3. To his Progeny. 4. To his Proſperity 
. To his Piety by the ferventneſs of her ex- 
nAcitation. To his Society by the fragrantneſs 
gof ber converſation. To his Progeny by the 
ſo Fruitfulneſs of her education.# To his Pro/- 
r- Peri r of her preſervation. 
ed 1. To his Piety by the feryentneſs of herex- 
tation, 1 Per. 3.7. — Hus- 
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- Husband and Wife ſhould be as the two 
Milch-kine, which were coupled together to J. 
carry the Ark of God; or as the two Che- | 
rubims that look t one upon another, and 
both upon the Mercy Seat : or as the wwo 
tables of ſtone , on each of which were en- 
graven the Laws of God. In ſome families 
married perſons are like 7Jercmiabs.two baſ- 
kets of figs, one very good, the other very 
evil; or like fire and water, whilſt the one 
is flaming in devotion, the other is freezing 
in corruption- There is a twofold hindrance þ 
of holireſs; firſt, of the right ſide; ſecondly, 
on the left; on the right ſide, when the Wife 
would run in Gods way, the Husband will 
not let her go : when the fore-horſe in a 
team will not draw he wrongs all the reſt ; 
when the General of an Army forbids a 
March, all the Souldiers ſtand Mille, 
ſometimes on the left; How did Sale-k 
mont Idolatrous Wife, draw away his 
heart from Heaven? A ſinning Wife was Sa- 
tans firſt Ladder, by which he ſcaled: che 
Walls of Paradice, and took away the Fort- 
Royal of Adam, heart from him. Thus ſhe 
that ſhould have been the help of bi fleſh 
was the hurt of his Faith : His natunes un- 5 
der propper, becomes his graces undextniiier i 
and ſhe that ſhould be a Crown. on th 
head, is acrofson the ſhoulders. The wil : 
is often to the husband as the IV «is hl; 
Oak, which draws away his ſap ford: un. [ 
| i 
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2. A help to his fociety by the fraprant- 
Ineſs of her converſation. 9 
Man is an affectionate creature, now the 
omãns behaviour ſhould be ſuch towards 
he man, as to requite his affection by in- 
* ereaſing his delectation. That the new- born- 
ove may not be blaſted, as ſoon as its bloſ- 
omed ; that it may not be ruined before it 
de rooted · A Spouſe ſhould carry her felf ſo 
o her Husband as not to diſturb his love by 
her contention, nor to deſtroy his love by 
er alienation. Husband and wife ſhould be 
* Jike two candles ny together, which 
nakes the houſe more lightſome, or like two 
ragrant flowers bound up in one Noſegay 
at augment it's ſweetneſs; or like two 
ell tuned inſtruments, which ſounding 
pgecher;makes the more melodious muſick. 
lusband and Wife, what are they but as 
N ſprings meeting, and ſo joyning their 
reams that they make but one currant? 
ass an unpleaſing ſpectacle to view any con- 
0 ntion in this Conjunction. | 
Iz. To his Progexy by the fruitfulneſs of 
deer ẽducation, that ſo het Children in the 
hm, may be Gods Children in the Spirit, | 
Sm. 1.11, Hanna ſhevows if the Lord <Z 
T Fill give her a Son by bearing him, ſhe wil 
eur that Son to the Lord by ſerving him. 
+ >pouſe ſhould be more careful of her 
eas preeding, then ſhe ſhould be fear. 
of her childrens bearing. Take heed leaſt 
ee SR 
. | , 


| „. | 14 & 19 : ; 
theſẽ flowers grow in the Devils Garden 
Though you bring them out in corruptior 
et do not bring them up to damnation 


hoſe are not Mothers but Monſters , tha 

. whit they (ſhould be teaching their Chil 

dren the way to Heaven with their lips 

are leading them the way to hell with thei 

lives. 

Good education is the beſt livery yo 

can give them living, and its the beſt 
gacy you can leave them dying. You le! 
out your cares to make them great, . 
lift up your prayers to make them good 
That before you dy from them, you may ſe © 
Chriſt live in them. v 
Wbil ſt theſe twigs are green and tenderſ® 
they ſhouid be bowed towards God 
Children and Servants are ih a family a" 
Paſſengers are in a Boat; Husband an 
Wife they are as a pair of Oares , to ro 
them to their deſired Haven. Let the 
ſmall peices of Timber be hewed , 4 
ſquared for the Czleſtial build 
By putting a Scepter of grace into theo 
hand;, you will ſer a Crown of glory upe 
their heads. 33 
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4. A help to his Proſperity by ber fait] 
ful Preſervation , being not a Wandr 
abroad but a Worker at home. 


One of the Antiens ſpeak erkeller | 


ly ; She muſt not be a Field n 
| alle ee Os 


: 
a 


* 


fir forthe finger. 
Dinah ; nor a Street-Wife, like The» 
mar; nor a Window - Wife, like Jexa- 


Phideas when he drew a woman, 
painted her fitting under a Snatle-ſhel], 
that ſhe might imitate that little Crea- 
ture that goes no farther then ic can carry 


it's houſe upon it's head. 


How many women are there that are 
not labouring Bees , but Idle Drones ; 


that take up a Room in the Hive, but 


AI bring no honey to it; that are Moths 
ſel to their Husbands eſtates; ſpendin 


when they ſhould be ſparing? As che 


Imans part is to provide induſtrouſly, ſo the 
Womans is to preſerve difcreetly ; the one 


0 


uſt not be carleſly wanting, the öther 
muſt not be cauſlefly waſting : the man 
alt be ſeeking with diligence , the wo- 
n muſt” be © faving with providence. 


: The Cock and the Hen both ſcrape toge- 
uber in che duſt-heap, to pick up ſomerhing 
de hor their little Chickens. 7 


* 
N 


0 2 9 


To wind up this on a ſhort bot- 


if 7+ If the woman bea help to the mar, 
ir den let not the man eaſtdirt on the Wo. 
. ani); = 1 1 Ne. 

Seeundas being asked his opinion 
„ Woman, ſpeaks thus, Yiri naw- 
Amn, lomns tempeſtas , quietis im- 
23. - 34 B 3 pedement vm, 
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A Wedding Ring 
dimentum, c. But ſurely he was à Mon 


ſter , and not a man, fitter for a Tomb t 
bury Him, then a womb to bear him. 


- 


Some have ſtiled them to be, 
Like Clouds in the Skey. 
Like Motesin the Sun. . 
Like Snuffs in xhe Candle. 
Like Weeds in the Garden. 


It is not good to play the Butcher wit 


chat naked Sex that hath no armes but fe 
imbraces. A Preacher ſhould not be ſiler 


for thoſe who are ſilenced from Preaching 
becauſe they are theweaker veſſels ſhall the 


be broken all to pieces? Thou that ſaye 


. women are evil, it may be thy expreſlic 


flows fr om thy experience; but I ſhall ney 


take that Mariner for my Pilot, that bath : 
better knowledge then the dan 
bis own Ship. VVilt thou conder 


the frame of all for the faults of one 
as if it were true Logick, becauſe ſome 


gyil cherefore none are good. He hath, | 


eyes that diſdains all objects. To blaſt tl 


belper, is ro blame thy Maker, Ia a wo 


we took our riſe from their bowels, and m 
take our reſt in their boſomes. 

2. Is the woman to be a help to the mar 
What makes theſe Debters be ſuch ill P 
Maſters ? but becauſe they look at wha 
owing to them, but not at wharjaogmeng. 
chemf If chop wouldit have thy wifes.ee 
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fit for the finger. ag 7 
rence, let her have thy reſpect. To force a 
fear from this relation, is that which neither 
befits the Husbands authority to injoyn;nor 
the wifes duty to perform. A wife muſt not 
be ſharply driven bur ſweetly drawn. Com- 
paſſion may bend her, but compuiſion will 
break her. Husband and Wife ſhould act 
towards each other with conſent not by 
conſtraint. aaa 
There are four things wherein the Hus- 
band is a meet help to the wife. 
Firft, In his protecting of her from in- 
juries. It's well obſeryed by one, that the 
rib of which woman was made, was taken 
from under the mans arm : asthe uſe of the 
arme is to keep off blows from the body, fo 
the office of the Husband is to ward off 
blows from the wife; The wife is the Hus- 
bands Treaſury, and the husband ſhould be 
the wifes Armory. In darkneſs he ſniouſd be 
her Sun for direction; in danger he ſhould be 
her ſhield for protection. . 
Secondly, In his providing for her peceſſi- 
ties. The Husband muſt communicate main- 
renance to the wife, as the head conveys in- 
fluence to the members; Thou muſt not be a 
Drone, and ſhe a drudg. A man in a Marri 
ed eſtate, is like a Chamberlain in an Inn, w 
there's knocking for him in every room. 
Many perfons in chis condition, waſt that e- 
ſute in Luxury, which ſhould ſupply their 
7 wires neceſſity . Nec amor viget mariti, nec 
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| fides Chriſtiani ,- they have neither chef} 
faith of a Chriſtian , nor the loye of avi 
Husband. Its a ſad ſpectacle to ſee L 
Virgin ſold with her own money unto rr 
Nlavery , when Services are better than mi 
Marriages 3 the one rereiyes \ Vages, 
whit ft the other buyes their fetters. 4 
3- In his covering of her infirmities. 

Who would trample upon a Jewel becauſe 
it's fallen in the dirt? or throw away a 
heap of Wheat , for a little Chaff ? 
or deſpiſe a Golden Wedge , becauſe i 
retains. ſome droſs ? Theſe Roſes have 
their prickles. Now husbands . ſhould 
ſpread a mantle of charity over their 
Wives infirmities. They be ill Birds that 
defile their own neſts. It's a great deal 
better you ſhould faſt, than feaſt your 
ſelves upon their failings. Some husband 

are never well, louger then they are 
holding their fingers in their wives ſores 
Such are like Crows, that faſten onely 

upon carrion. Do not put out the. Can 
dle, becauſe of the Snuff. If the. Gold 

be good, allow it Grains. Husbands and 
wives ſhould provoke one another te 
Jove, and they ſhould lo ve one another i 
notwithſtanding of provocation. Take 
heed. of poy ſoning thoſe Springs, fre 
whence the ſtreams of your .. pleaſpri 
flaws. 144 | 
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fi forthe finger. 
4. By his delighting in her Society : A 
wife takes Sanctuary, not onely ik her 
usbands houſe, but in his heart. The 
ree of love ſhould yo up in the fa- 
Emily , as the Tree of Life grew up in 
he Garden, They that chooſe their love- 
Should love their choyce. They that Mar- 
gry where they affect not, will affect where 
Ithey marry not. Two joyned together 
Ewithout love, are but two ty'd together 
¶ to make one another miſerable. And fo l 
Ipais co the laſt ſtage of the text, 4 belp 
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A help , there's her fulneſs ; a meet 
8 help, there's her fit neſs. 

The Angels were too much above him, 
the Creatures were too much below him; 


Ihe could not ſtep up to the former, nee 


could he ſtoop down to the latter: The 
# one was out of his reach, the pther was 
out of bis race: but the woman is a paral- 
lel line drawn equal with him: meet ſhe muſt 
be in three things. 

1. In the Harmony of her diſpoſition. 
Husban@'and Wife ſhould be like the Image 
in a looking-glaſs that anſwers in all pro- 
# perties to the face that ſtands before it; or 
like an Eccho that returneth the _ it 
th-. Many marriages are like put- 
J* w Wine inc — botles. An 32 

is not A meet neip for a4 young \ — 17 
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He that fees a gray head upon green ſhou 
dets, hath one foot in the Grave, andans 
thor in the Cradle. Yer how many times de 
you ſee the ſpring of youth, wedded to the 
winter of old age? A young perſon, is not 
meet help for an old woman ra fle is bu 
an ill plaiſter for rotten bones. He that in his 
non- age, marries another in her dote- age, hi 
luſt hath one wife in poſſeſſion, but his love 
another in reverſion. 

2. In the Herauldry of her condition. Som 
of our Europian Nations, are ſo ſtrict in theit 
junctions, that its againſt their laws, for = 
Commonalty to couple with the Gent 

It was well ſaid by one: If che wife bet too 
much above her husband, ſhe either ruines 
him by her vaſt expences, or reviles him with 
ber bafe reproaches : If ſhe b- too much below 
her husdand, either her former condition 
makes her too generous, or her preſent mu- 
ration, makes her too imperious. 

Marriages are ſtiled matches, yet amongſt 
thoſe many that are Married, how few are 
there that are matched? husbands and wives 
are _—_— locks and keys, that rather break 

except the wards be anfwerable. | 
god holineſs of her Religion. If adul- 
cery may ſeparate a Marriage contracted, I. 
dotatry may hinder a — not 
ed. Qattel of diverſe kinds w not to 
der N 6. 14. Be not une ij ually yi 
ts 3 taking her for a Ae * 
wi 
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fit for the finger. 
will not take Ged for a husband. It is not 
meet that one fleſh ſhould be of two ſpirits. 
Is there never a Tree thou likeſt in the Gar- 
den, but that which bears forbidden fruit? 
There are but two Channe s in which the re- 
maining ſtreams ſhall run. | 

1. Lo thoſe men that want wives, how 
to chooſe them. 

2, Torhoſe women that have Husbands, 
how to uſe them. 

Firſt, To choſe men that want wives, how 
to chooſe them- | 

Marriageis the tying of ſuch a knor, that 
nothing but death can unlooſe. Common 


reaſon ſuggeſts ſo much, that we ſhould be 


long a doing that which can but ance be 
done. Where one deſign hath been gravel- 
led in the Sands of delay,thouſands have bin 
ſplit upon the Rock of Precipitance. Raſh 
adyentures, yields little gain. Opportunities 
are not like tiges, that when one is paſt, ano- 
ther returnes; but yet take heed of flying 
without your wings ; you may breed ſuch 
Agues in your bones, that may ſhake you to 
your graves 
1. Let me preſerve you from a bad choice. 
2. Preſent you with a good one. 
1. To preferve you from a had choice. 
Taketbat in three things. N CAT 1 
1. Chooſe not for Beauty, | 
2. Chooſenot for Dowry. | 
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3. Chooſe not for Digni . 
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burt ef men that they were fair, & c. 
wou'd have thought, that they ſhould 
rather have look d for gtace in the heart, 


black eln under her white feathers. 


4 wedding Ring | 
He chat looks for Beauty, buys a pictui 
He that loves for Dowry , makes a pur: 
chaſe. | | 


He that leaps for Dignity, matches with aff 


multitude at once. 

The firſt of theſe is too blind to be di 
reed, 

The tecond , roo bafe to be accepted. 

The third, too bold to be reſpected. 

1. Chooſe not by your eyxs. 

2. Choſe not by your hands. 

3. Chooſe not by your ears. 


Firſt , Chooſe not by your eyes, looking 
at the beauty of che perſon. Not but that 
this is lovely in a woman, but that this is 
not all for which a woman ſhould be belo- * 
ved. He that had the choice of many faces, 
ſtamps this Character upon them all; 1 
von is deceiſul, and beauty is vain. The 
Sun is more bright in a cleur Sky , than 
when the Horizon is cloud d. But if a 
womans fleſh hath more of beauty, than 
ber ſpirit hath of Chriſtianity ; its like 
poiſon in ſweet-meats, moſt dangerous, 
Gen. 6. 2. The Sontof God ſaw the h- & 
Ine 


then for the beauty in the face. Take heed of 
Inning at the faireſt ſignes. The Swan hath 
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dly , Chooſe not by your hands, 
E of the portion. 


4 


_— 


Cato Daughter was asked, why 


.ſhe did not Marry, ſhe thus replyed ; ſhe 
could not find the man that loved -her per- 
ſon above her portion. Men love curious 


pictures, but they would have them fer in 
Golden frames. Some are ſo degenerate, 
as to think any to be good enough, 


who have but goods enough. Take heed, 


for ſometimes the bag and Baggage go 
together. The perſon ſhould be a figure, 
and the portion a Cypher , which added to 
ber, advances the ſum, but alone ſig- 
nifies nothing... When Themiſtocles Was 
to marry his daughter, two Suitors 


3 courted her together, the one rich and 


a fool, the other wiſe , but poor; 


* deing demanded which of the two 


he bad rather his daughter ſhould have, 
he anſwered , malem nn. ſine pec u- 


nia „ Oc. I bad rather ſhe ſhould = 


a man without money, then money with- 
out a man. 


Thirdly, Chooſe not by your ears, for the 
dignity of her parentage. A good old ſtock 
may nouriſh a fruitleſs branch. ' There are 


many Children who are not the bleffings 


but the blemiſhes of their parents. They ar are 
Nobly deſcended, but ignobly minded. 


Such BY 1 
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Such was eLurelins Autoniut, of Who 
was ſaid, that he injured his Co 
nothing, but in being the Father oF hy 
Child. There are many low in their H 
that are high in their deſerts. Such was the 
Coblers Son, who grew to, be a famous: 
Captain; when a great perſon upbraided 
the meanefs of his original, my nobility 
(faith he) begins with me, but thy Nobility 
ends with thee. Piety is a greater honour 
then Parentage. She is the beſt Gentlewo- 
man that is.heir of her own deſerts, and not 
the degenerated off-ſpring of anothers ver- 
tue. 

2. To preſent you wich a good choice; 
in three things. 

1. Chooſe ſuch a one as will be ſubject to 
your dominion. Take heed of yoking your 
ſelves with untamed Heifers 

2. Chooſe ſuch a one as may ſympathize 
with you in your affliction. Marriage is juſt 
like a Sea-VoYage, be that enters into this 
Ship , muſt look to meet with ſtormes and 
tenpeſts. 1 Cor. 7. 28. They that marry 
faall have trouble in the fleſh. Fleſh and trou- 
ble are married together, whether we mar- 
y or no, now a bitter cup is too much to 
be drunk by one mouth. A heavy burthen is 
eaſily carried by the aſſiſtanee af other 
ſhoulders. Husband and wife ſhout neither 
be proud fleſh, nor dead fleſh. Tou xte fel- 
ow members therefore ſhould have LIP 1 
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ing While. ohe ſtands ſafe on the 
other ſhould pity him that is toſt 
Sympathy in ſuffering, is like a 
ia a wet day. 8 
3- Chooſe ſuch a one as may be ſerviceable 
o your ſalxation. A man may think hethath 

Saint when he hath a Devil, but take 
eed of a Harlot that is falſe to thy bed. and 
df a Hypocrite, that is falſe to thy God. 
Secondly, To thoſe women that have 
usbands low to uſe them In two 
hing. 

1. Carry your ſelves towards them with 
obedience · Let their power command you, 
bat their praiſe may commend you. 
hough you may have your husbands 
hearts, yet you mult not have their heads. 
as you will his love, ſo you ſhould love 
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ſo her ſubjection muſt be loyal. 


his will. Till the husband leave com- 
anding , the wife muſt never leave obey- 


As his injunRions muſt be lawfal, 

2, With faichfulneſs. In Creation , 
God made not one woman for many 
men, nor many women for one man: 
Every wife ſhould be to her husband, as 


* £2ah was to Adam, a whole World of wo- 


men; and every husband ſhould be to his 
wife, as Adam was to Evah, a whole 
World of men. When a River is divi- 
dedinto many channels, the main current 
ſtarve. * 

To 


Toconclude : good fervireate- a 

bleſſing ; good Children a greater * 

but 2 good wife is the (greateſt H 
and ſuch à help let him ſeek for fer tha 
wants one, let him ſigh for her that hüt 
loſt one, let him take pleaſure in her tha 
enjoyes one. And the Lord God ſaid, It 
nor good Mc. | BW 
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